HEITEPEPBHA ITPO®ECIHHA OCBITA: TEOPIA I IIPAKTHUKA BUITYCK Ne 3 (76), 2023 1SSN 2412-0774

DOI: https://doi.org/10.28925/1609-8595.2023.3.8

UDC 37.091.4MonTecopi:070

Alla Durdas

ORCID iD 0000-0001-6456-6108

Doctor of Philosophy,

Senior Researcher

of the Department of Pedagogical Source Studies and Biographistics,

V. O. Sukhomlynskyi State Scientific and Educational Library of Ukraine,
9 M. Berlynskoho Str., 04060 Kyiv, Ukraine,

durdas@ukr.net

EDUCATIONAL IDEAS OF MARIA MONTESSORI
ON THE PAGES OF FOREIGN PERIODICALS

The article deals with the educational ideas the famous Italian doctor and educator Maria
Montessori, her many-sided personality, some aspects of the life, activities and methods
highlighted on the pages of foreign periodicals. The relevance of the pedagogue’s ideas in the
modern world has been stressed; the demand of the modern society for the education of a free
individual, striving for independent active searches and self-realization, has been emphasized. The
article reveals the personality of M. Montessori as one of the educators who was able to pose and
solve a global problem in philosophical, psychological and pedagogical theory, as well as to
implement her concept in practice, creating a pedagogical system named as «Montessori method».
M. Montessori; as an educator who gave a new quality to the education development strategy,
humanizing it, returning it to the person. The analysis of M. Montessori s pedagogical activities,
positions, views and her life paths, highlighted by foreign researches, have been presented in the
article; her role as an architect of the «rediscovery» of the child has been stressed. The educator’s
revolutionary ideas about childhood and education for life, rather than education based on
obedience and immobility, have been noted as well as their development as a result of M.
Montessori’s medical research has been admitted; her new visions of the school by designing
strategies that would overcame the barriers to education, have been mentioned. The article also
stresses the educator’s desire to show how to save humanity by means of pedagogy: starting with
the child and human freedom and, in particular, freedom for women.
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INTRODUCTION

The main ideas of Maria Montessori’s pedagogical system are relevant even today, as

far as they are close to the ideas of humanization and democratization, based on the position
of unlimited faith in the nature of the child, its value in this world, orientation towards the
ideal of a free, independent, active individual. The appeal of scientists and practitioners to the
pedagogical ideas of M. Montessori is primarily connected with the request to educate a free
personality capable of independent active search for self-realization. M. Montessori is one of
the few educators who were able to pose and solve a global problem not only in
philosophical, psychological and pedagogical theory, but also to implement his concept in
practice, creating a pedagogical system widely known as the «Montessori method».
The educational ideas the famous Italian pedagogue Maria Montessori as well as her life and
activities have been studied by foreign and Ukrainian educators: P. Baligadoo (2020); F.
Bertolino, M. Filippa (2021); V. Bosha (2015); F. Cambi (2015); B. Caprara (2019); A.
Ceciliani (2021); M. Chepil, N. Dudnyk (2017); S. Chistolini (2020; F. De Giorgi, W. Grandi,
P. Trabalzini (2021); A. Durdas (2023); P. Frierson (2021); L. Mashkina (2019); T. Pironi, M.
Gallerani (2021); M. Scarpini (2020); M. Williams (2022) and others.
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The purpose of the article is to reveal the pedagogical ideas of M. Montessori on the
pages of foreign periodicals.

RESEARCH RESULTS

Maria Montessori (born: August 31, 1870, Chiaravalle, Italy; died: May 06, 1952,
Noordwijk an Zee, the Netherlands) was a famous Italian educator and doctor. She created her
own original system of education and training of children of preschool and elementary school
age, known as the «Montessori method», which was used first in the education of Italian
children, and afterwards — throughout the world (Chi era Maria Montessori?, 2023).
Moreover, M. Montessori gave a new quality to the education development strategy,
humanizing it, returning it to the person. The Italian educator was one of the few pedagogues
who were able to pose and solve a global problem not only in philosophical, psychological
and pedagogical theory, but also to implement her concept in practice, creating a pedagogical
system (Mashkina, 2019, p. 189).

Researching this issue, it was important and interesting to study the articles on M.
Montessori’s educational ideas highlighted in foreign periodicals. Thus, the views of foreign
researches have been revealed. In particular, the Italian researcher S. Chistolini (2020) states,
that «...Montessori was an extraordinary woman, a woman with a medical degree at a time
when it was difficult for a woman to study, more difficult to attain a degree, and almost
unthinkable to graduate in medicine, in a strictly male field of study» (p. 163).

It is important to remember that M. Montessori lived precisely in the period of active
development of social relations, great political changes, progress in the field of humanitarian
sciences, and her extraordinary capabilities, great pedagogical talent, deep medical knowledge
and exceptional perseverance in achieving the goal, the ability to captivate people with ideas
and the power of personality, the friendship with outstanding people of that time and the
happiness of seeing the results of one’s own experimental pedagogy on all continents where
civilized societies live — these are the main achievements and success on M. Montessori’s life
path (Chepil, Dudnyk, 2020, p. 30-31). The life, activities and methods of pedagogy have
been described in Italian sources, in particular in books, dissertations and articles.

Thus, the Italian researcher V. Bosna notes that M. Montessori was one of the most
interesting figures in the Italian pedagogy of the 20th century, who fascinated many scientists
being an architect of the «rediscovery of the child» (Bosna, 2015, p. 38). The researcher also
admits that via her works, M. Montessori wrote an immortal page in the history of education,
and thus — in the history of human civilization. So, in her opinion, today there is every reason
to consider M. Montessori a «citizen of the world» (Bosna, 2015, p. 138). In their turn, other
Italian researchers, W. Grandiand, P. Trabalzini (2021), point to an increase in the number of
studies of M. Montessori’s personality and pedagogical heritage in Italy (Grandi, Trabalzini,
2021, p. 5). The researchers note that the published works reconstruct important aspects of M.
Montessori’s human and intellectual experience in the national and international context, as
well as the educational movement that bears her name, which allows us to clearly trace the
aspects and dynamics of the personality imprinted in the history of the Italian pedagogy
(Grandi, Trabalzini, 2021, p. 7).

Other Italian researches, T. Pironi and M. Gallerani in their article write that for a long
time M. Montessori was considered a «troublesomey» figure by the Italian academic and
political establishment, «being a nonconformist, feminist and a ‘complex pedagogist’»
(Pironi, Gallerani, 2021, p. 11). On the one hand, her strong personality brought her to clashes
with the Italian academic circles — still strongly traditionalist, idealist and sexist, They, on the
one hand, were suspicious of M. Montessori’s relationship with Masonic and theosophical
circles, but she adhered to a more a secular and liberal political inclination with a touch of
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«non-confessional and pacifist religiosity inspired by universal ideals» (Pironi, Gallerani,
2021, p. 11). M. Montessori’s revolutionary ideas about childhood and education for life,
rather than education based on obedience and immobility, were developed as a result of her
medical research and were confirmed by the new sciences of the time — psychology and
psychoanalysis. Nevertheless, they faced great resistance, and even badly hidden hostility of
Italian secular academicians and philosophers of education. This had a significant impact on
the reception and spread of Montessori pedagogy in Italian schools after the World War I
(Pironi, Gallerani, 2021, p. 11). This idea is confirmed by M. Williams (2022), admitting that
M. Montessori «became an authority in education and, unusually for a woman, a public
intellectual».

According to F. Cambi (2015), M. Montessori as an educator critically understood the
difficult historical processes of the 20th century, and with her work she proved the universal
value of education, its strong connection with human freedom, and also outlined its purpose —
to contribute to the richest possible «human developmenty of each individual (Cambi, 2015,
p. 126).

B. Caprara (2019) in her dissertation for obtaining the scientific degree of Doctor of
Philosophy, examines the milestones of Montessori’s biography, in particular, her
development as a pedagogue of the modern world. The researcher analyzes the psychological
foundations of the Montessori methodology, noting that trust in the psychological potential of
childhood plays a fundamental role in Montessori’s thinking, a trust that allows her to outline
a new psychological profile of the child, full of elements of expectation regarding the newest
achievements of psychology (Caprara, 2019, p. 21).

In the course of the research, it is important to pay attention to the fact that M.
Montessori’s transition from medicine to pedagogy was derived from the professional
experience gained by the educator between the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th
century. It was «a heavily militant experience, in which medicine, social policies and practical
feminism were interwoveny» (Chistolini, 2020, p. 164). The result of the experiment became
«Casa dei bambini» («Home for Childreny) (Chistolini, 2020, p. 164). M. Montessori started
her experiment in Rome on 6 January 1907 and she wrote about it in «ll Metodo della
pedagogia scientifica» («The Method of scientific pedagogy») in 1909. At the same time, M.
Montessori was a doctor interested in pedagogy who did not have a long, university career,
but she was very well-known as a speaker. For disseminating «The Method» she was known
as «Doctor» (Chistolini, 2020, p. 162).

According to the Italian researchers T. Pironi and M. Gallerani (2021), the popularity
of the Montessori method in Italy experienced various fluctuations due to different historical
periods, political circumstances and cultural environment. Therefore, it is necessary to
understand the reasons behind the position «for» or «against» in Italy, while this method has
received significant and constant development in other countries (Pironi, Gallerani, 2021, p.
3).

According to S. Chistolini (2020) at the beginning of the 20th century, «there were
several women in Italy, who gave pedagogy a new impulse. Among those women was M.
Montessori who introduced new visions of the school by designing strategies that overcame
the barriers to education» (Chistolini, 2020, p. 160). The author also acknowledges that in
Italy in the 20th century, formal pedagogy was male and formal education was female: more
men had the opportunity to become scientists, and most teachers at schools were women. In
the 21st century, the number of women in university departments of general and social
pedagogy and history of pedagogy increased. Female educators, teachers, mothers, and female
professors represented the model of Italian culture until recent years. Possibly, the case of M.
Montessori is the most famous example of a reversal of this trend. She was a new woman for
the time in which she lived, and she made pedagogy a banner of women’s liberation,
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justifying everything with science. On the other hand, women’s university careers in
education, especially primary school teachers, have always been difficult, as an educated
woman could at most apply for a permanent position as a school teacher rather than pursue a
career at university (Chistolini, 2020, p. 161). That is why, «even until 1970, women
encountered pedagogy being taught by men at the university and developed educational
interventions in families and schools as educators and teachers» (Chistolini, 2020, p. 161).

In the course of this research, it is important to note that M. Montessori viewed human
beings as inseparable from nature, and she considered nature as key to understanding
humankind. The educator saw a young child, rather than the human being in general, «as
playing a particularly important role in revealing nature’s secrets to us» (Bertolino & Filippa,
2021, p. 135).

At the same time P. Frierson (2021) states that M. Montessori's moral theory is based
on an ideal of a personal self-perfection through work and taking efforts, «the character of
individuals as the source of those moral ... values which could bring the whole world to a
higher plane» (p. 134).

With her work, M. Montessori also identified the critical points of teachers’ training —
she realized that the various initiatives that appeared at the turn of the previous century to
offer teachers more scientific training had not really affected their way of teaching. She
therefore focused her research on the Carta biografica (Biographical Chart) drawn up by her
teacher Giuseppe Sergi. Unlike school report cards and registers, which are limited to
confirming consequences, it aims to study the causes of behavior and academic achievements.
It is therefore an important tool for identifying difficulties in children’s education and taking
appropriate measures (Pironi, Gallerani, 2021, p. 5).

P. Baligadoo (2020) admits that M. Montessori «...explicitly linked peace to
education and promoted a kind of learning that deviates from mainstream traditional
education». The educator promoted learning for peace, showing that the aim of education is
not simply to teach literacy and numeracy but to serve a larger purpose, a ‘public common
good’.

According to M. Scarpini (2020) M. Montessori made the skills and the value of
children the focal and starting point of her work. She always underlined that the basis her
system was always «the discovery of the child». At the same time, since the first appearance
of her method, the educator highlighted a considerable negation of childhood skills and rights
(p. 5).

A. Ceciliani (2020) pays attention to the fact that already in the last century, the Italian
doctor, educator and scholar observed «the connection between the action of the hands and
the cognitive development in an embodied conception of education: the hands are the
instruments of man’s intelligence» (p. 153). As a result, M. Montessori created «several
objects that encouraged fine motor skills for both their cognitive and social-emotional
development» (Ceciliani, 2020, p. 153).

S. Chistolini stresses that from a purely academic point of view, M. Montessori cannot
be regarded as an educator who was interested in comparison with the pedagogical culture of
her time. On the contrary, she presented herself as a scientist who wanted to demonstrate how
to save humanity: starting with the child and human freedom and, in particular, based on
direct experience, freedom for women. Even without teaching pedagogy at a university,
Montessori used her culture and learning to bring to the world a new pedagogy that shared the
ideals of autonomy, independence, freedom, and peace with the feminist movement
(Chistolini, 2020, p. 165).

Nowadays, the Montessori perspective is still an extremely relevant point of reference
for a type of training that is no longer transferable, but based on the continuous achievement
of the learner’s independence (Pironi, Gallerani, 2021, p. 9).
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CONCLUSIONS

The study of pedagogical ideas and the many-sided figure of M. Montessori on the
pages of periodicals is relevant in the modern world and it is connected, first of all, with the
demand of society for the education of a free individual who strives for independent active
searches and self-realization. M. Montessori is one of the few educators who were able to
pose and solve a global problem not only in philosophical, psychological and pedagogical
theory, but also to implement his concept in practice, creating a pedagogical system widely
known as the «Montessori method». M. Montessori gave a new quality to the education
development strategy, humanizing it, returning it to the person. M. Montessori was one of the
most interesting figures in the Italian pedagogy of the 20th century, who fascinated many
scientists being an architect of the «rediscovery» of the child. M. Montessori’s revolutionary
ideas about childhood and education for life, rather than education based on obedience and
immobility, were developed as a result of her medical research and were confirmed by the
new sciences of the time — psychology and psychoanalysis. M. Montessori who introduced
new visions of the school by designing strategies that overcame the barriers to education.
She presented herself as a scientist who wanted to demonstrate how to save humanity: starting
with the child and human freedom and, in particular, based on direct experience, freedom for
women. The figure of the pedagogue, presented in foreign periodicals, undoubtedly needs
further research and multifaceted analysis.
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OCBITHI ITEI MAPII MOHTECCOPI HA CTOPIHKAX 3APYBI)KHHUX
HNEPIONYHUX BUJIAHDb

AJja Jlypaac

ORCID iD 0000-0001-6456-6108

JOKTOP (iocodii,

CTapIInuii HAyKOBUH CIIBPOOITHUK

BIJUIUTY MEarorigYHOro JHKEePEI03HaBCTRa Ta 0iorpadicTUKHy,

JepxaBHa HaykoBo-Tiefarorigaa 6iomioreka Ykpainu imeni B. O. CyxOMIMHCBHKOTO,
ByN. Makcuma bepnuncrkoro, 9, 02000 Kuis, Ykpaina,

durdas@ukr.net

Y cmammi posersioaromecs npoceimuuybki ioei 6i0omol imaniicbkoi AKApKu ma neoazouHi
Mapii Monmeccopi, it b6aeamoepanna ocobucmicme, OKpemi CMOPOHU HCUMMS, OLLIbHOCHI,
MemOOUKU, YIHHOCMI, CGIMOISIOHI OpIEHMUPU MA NPUHYUNU, GUCGIMLEH] OOCTIOHUKAMU HA
cmopinkax 3apybidcHux nepioouunux eudams. Iliokpecneno axmyanvHicmo i0ell ImamucoyKoi
neoazocumi 6 Cy4acHoMy Ceimi; 3ay6adiceHo 3anum CyyacHo20 CyCNiibCmea Ha GUXOBAHHS GLIbHOL
ocobucmocmi, wo npazre 00 CaMOCMiliHO20 AKMUBHOZ0 NOULYKY, 3POCIAHHA A CAMOPeanizayii.
Y cmammi poskpusaemuca ocooucmicme M. Moumeccopi Ak 0OHi€i 3 nedazocuns, KA 3ymina
nocmasumuy i eupiwumu 2100anbHy npoodnemy v inoco@cubKili ma nCuUxXono20-neoazoziuHill
Mmeopisax, a Mmaxkoxc 3Mo2id peanizyéamu ii KOHYenyilo Ha NPaAKmMuyi, cmeopusuiu neoazo2iuHy
cucmemy nio nazeoo «Memoo Monmeccopiy. M. Mommeccopi poskpusacmbcs y cmammi 5K
ocgimusa OifuKa, AKA HAOANA cmpamezii poO3GUMKY 0C8imu HOB0I AKOCMI — 2YMaHi3yeaswiu ii ma
nosepuyeuu i mooduni. 'Y cmammi nooano OymKu 3apyOidcHux OOCHIOHUKIE CMOCOBHO
neoazo2iunoi OisnbHOCMI, No3UYill, no2nA0ie ma Hcummesux winaxie M. Monmeccopi, sucgimaeHux
Ha CMOpIHKAX 3apyOidCHUX NepiOOUYHUX BUOAHL;, NIOKPECAIOEMbCA ii polb AK apXimexkmopa
«NOBMOPHO20 GiOKpummsAy Oumunu. Biosnaueno pesomoyilini idei nedazo2uni CMOCOBHO
OUMUHCMBA ™A GUXOBAHHA HA 6Ce JHCUMMSA, A He BUXOBAHHA HA OCHOGI CIYXHAHOCMI Mda
HepyxoMoCmi, a mMaKodc BU3HAHHA IX PO3GUMKY y pe3yiemami MeOuuHux oocuiodcens M.
Monmeccopi. 3eadano Komenmapi 3apyGiHCHUX OOCNIOHUKIE@ CHMIOCOBHO MO20, WO NPOMALOM
mpueanozo uacy M. Mounmeccopi 6sadxcanracs «npobremnoio» @icypolo 6 imaniucbKomy
axkademMivHoMy ma NOAIMuYHOMY icmebniumenmi, «6y0yuu HOHKOHGOPMICIKOIO, (heminicmroo ma
(CKIIAOHUM Nedaz02oM»«, 3ay8aniceHo I NiOKpecieHO ii Ho8e OaueHHs WKOMU WISAXOM PO3POOKU
cmpameziil 3a071 NOOONAHHS 6ap €Pi8 6 oceimi. Y cmammi maKox#c Ha20N0UYEMbCA HA NPACHEHH]
neoazocuHi noKazamu, AK 3acobamu nedazociKu 8pamy8amu Jo0Cmeo. NOYUuHardu 3i ceoboou
OUmMuHY ma c600600U TIOOUHU MA, 30Kpemd, C80000U HCIHKUL.

Knrouosi cnoesa: 3apybixcni nepioouuni eudanmus, Mapia MoumecCopi, memoo, oceimui idei,
neoazocuHs.
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