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PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION
IN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE: EXPERIENCE
IN DESIGNING THE CURRICULUM
FOR 024 CHOREOGRAPHY SPECIALTY

The article is devoted to the problem of the designing of the discipline «Professional Communication in
a Foreign Languages working curriculum for the preparation of 024 Choreography specialty students. The
designing of a working curriculum is one of the most important aspects in the process of planning in terms of the
professional training of each specialty. The necessity of its review and updating on the yearly basis is proved in
the article. The goal and aims of the discipline «Professional Communication in a Foreign Language» are based
on the program of education and professional training for the students of the second level of higher education
(Master) 024.00.01 «Choreography » are presented by the author. For instance, the need for the development of
the competencies that allow communicating with the representatives of the other professional groups is granted
by the content. The expected learning outcomes for 024 Choreography specialty students are discussed. The used
references for the course design are reviewed. The structure of the working curriculum as well as its integration
with the certified course for distance learning on the Moodle e-learning platform has been described in the
article below. The results of students’ questionnaires based on the completion of the discipline «Professional
Communication in a Foreign Language» course are revealed and discussed. The further transformations of the

working curriculum and the place for the next research are emphasized.
Keywords: choreography; competencies; foreign language; professional communication; professional

training; working curriculum

Introduction. The process of curriculum development
involves significant time and consideration to bring
together such things as subject matter and educational
methods even though it has been reviewed and updated
on the yearly basis. Since this process is twofold it
requires cooperation between the lecturers and students
to analyze the efficiency of its content and methods based
on the student learning outcomes. The feedback from
students defines the necessity of revisions of the working
curriculum as well as the modern requirements from the
state. It undergoes transformations that are necessary
for proving its value to the users and the fact that it keeps
up with the time (Mohanasundaram, 2018). Both the
value and working curriculum currency are ensured by
following the regulations and students’ opinions as the
users of the educational services.

Problem statement. The design of the working
curriculum is most commonly based on the use of
specific methodological recommendations. As a type
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of university standard, it is developed following
educational and professional training programs of a
particular specialty as well as specific educational plans.
Except for the aforementioned aspects, the process of
working curriculum development recently has to take
into consideration the latest trends of distance learning
caused by the quarantine introduction due to the quick
widespread and serious threat of Covid-19. This is the
reason that the designing of the working curriculums
becomes synchronized with the designing of distance
courses on the Moodle e-learning platform and this is
where students’ opinions should be extremely important
and taken into account.

Background. Theissueofthedesigningand developing
of the working curriculum is of great importance in terms
of the organization and leading the learning and teaching
processes since it defines the success of its implementation
stage (Livingstone, 2014). As is generally known the
major changes and transformations in terms of higher
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education are aimed at integration into the European
Higher Education Area, which started in 2005 with
the implementation of the Bologna declaration that is
considered a starting point for reforming the structure of
higher education in particular (Kotenko & Holovatenko,
2020). The constant revisions of the working curriculum
among the other reasons are caused by the requirements
of the contemporary professional market (Medvid, 2021).
This is what makes the scientists analyze the content of
the disciplines’ working curriculum, the methods used,
the competencies forming as well as skills development.
Thus, Kosharna analyzes the students’ critical thinking
skills within the discipline «Professional communication
in a Foreign Language» (2020). In turn, the article
focuses on the discipline’s content transformation to
meet the requirements from the state and society for the
training of the choreography specialty students as well
as taking into consideration their own opinion on the
course. While designing the working curriculum of the
discipline «Professional Communication in a Foreign
Language» the idea of the significance of interaction in
the process of a foreign language learning that is extremely
supported by scientists was taken into account (Nikolska
et al., 2022). Also, the idea of harmonious combination of
distance and classroom learning expressed by Khoruzha
and Proshkin was considered (Khoruzha, Proshkin
2020). This became possible due to mix of the face-to-
face classes with the developed electronic learning course
«Professional Communication in a Foreign Language»
on Moodle e-platform.

The aim of this study is to reveal the process of
designing of working curriculum of the discipline
«Professional Communication in a Foreign Language»
for the preparation of 024 Choreography specialty
students and to prove the necessity of its yearly update
based on the students’ feedback received via developed
questionary.

Methodology. The objective can be stated as
follows: by focusing on the process of designing the
working curriculum of the discipline <«Professional
Communication in a Foreign Language» discipline,
this research paper would reveal the specifics of the
working curriculum development and improvement in
terms of students’ questionnaire. The aforementioned
objective of the research is achieved due to the descriptive
investigation and the use of the questionnaire results of
the students that went through the course and shared
their thoughts and opinions about the content, structure,
and other things of the offered working curriculum.

Research results. The designed working curriculum
of the discipline «Professional Communication in a
Foreign Language» focuses on the major goal of the course:
to master the language of professional communication,
particularly of all of the language tools that are used in
the sphere of professional communication (Kosharna
& Petryk, 2021). In its turn, the goal conditions the
pronounced tasks of the course:

*—to form the ability to solve complex tasks of
choreography in the process of professional activities
or educational process, which presupposes conducting
research and/or carrying out the innovations and is
characterized by the uncertainty of conditions and
requirements;

*—to form the ability to search, process, and analyze
information from various sources;

*—to form the ability to communicate with the
representatives of other professional groups of different
levels (with experts in other knowledge fields);

e—to form students’ professional-oriented and
scientific-research  communicative language  skills
(linguistic, sociolinguistic, and pragmatic) to provide
their efficient communication in a professional and
academic environment, and to use the received knowledge
in further professional and scientific activity;

*—to teach students to use accurately the terms of
professional communication (professionalisms, inter-
branch, general scientific, terminological);

*—to develop students’ skills to use English in the
modern professional-scientific educational space;

*—to contribute to the development of self-appraisal
and abilities to independent learning skills;

°—to develop critical scientific thinking using
professionally oriented English texts;

*—toteachstudentsto correlate theoretical knowledge
with the practical needs of future professional activities;

*—to develop students’ cognitive interests, striving for
the improvement of their professional training;

*—to develop skills that are necessary to work with
education-methodological and professional literature;

*—to advance the level of the development of students’
professional competence by English as a mean (Kosharna
& Petryk, 2021).

Asthelearning outcomes of mastering the discipline
«Professional Communication in a Foreign Language»
the next forecasted achievements by a student are
stated:

e—organizes the search, independent choice, and
high-quality processing of the information from different
sources for conducting pedagogical, administrative
and managerial, choreography, scientific and research
activities in the choreography field;

e—uses communicative technologies for professional
networking, taking part in discussions on the problems of
art and education development;

*—knows the foreign language material defined by the
working curriculum;

e—communicates in a foreign language in oral and
written forms according to the topics defined by the
working curriculum of the discipline;

e—demonstrates the level of communication in a
foreign language in four basic language skills (listening,
speaking, reading, and writing);

e—understands the culture and traditions of the
country, the language of which is learned,;
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e—analyzes and critically assesses the information
from various foreign language sources;

e—uses the basic knowledge of the profession in the
process of foreign language learning (Kosharna & Petryk,
2021).

To achieve the set goal, tasks, and formulated learning
outcomes the working curriculum of the discipline
«Professional Communication in a Foreign Language» for
students of 024 Choreography specialty was designed. To
build the content of the aforementioned discipline the next
major and additional literature sources were used. The
number of the major part included 5 references that among
the others involved the works provided by Cambridge
University Press. The list of additional recommended
sources involved 6 references that, if necessary, could
be finding and observed in more details in the working
curriculum of the discipline (Kosharna & Petryk, 2021).

The overview of the resources used for designing the
discipline «Professional Communication in a Foreign
Language» proves their suitability to the aims and goals
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of the course as well as to the content of the developed
working curriculum, which is discussed further in the
article. The amount of the offered sources also agreed with
the requirements of the aforementioned type of normative
document. All of them are available for the students
in digital format in the developed electronic course on
Moodle e-platform that is used in terms of teaching
the discipline (Figure 1). The distance learning course
«Professional Communication in a Foreign Language»
was developed and certified to provide students with
all the necessary materials available on a twenty-four-
hour basis and from basically everywhere (Rudnik et al.,
2022). It completely corresponds to the designed working
curriculum of the discipline.

Considering the description of the analyzed course
the discipline «Professional Communication in a Foreign
Language» is taught in one semester. The general volume
of credits and hours with their distribution from the
working curriculum are presented in the following table

(Table 1).
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Figure 1. The certified electronic learning course «Professional Communication in a Foreign Language»
on Moodle e-platform
Source: Rudnik, Y. V., Petryk, L. V., Kosharna, N. V. (2022). A screenshot of a computer display.

Table 1.

Description of the academic discipline «Professional Communication in a Foreign Language»

Characteristics of the discipline according to the education forms
Name of indicators

Regular
Discipline type compulsory
Language of teaching, learning, and assessment English
The general volume of credits/hours 4 /120
Year 1
Semester 1 2
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Continuation of Table 1.

The number of content modules with distribution: 4
The volume of credits - 4
The volume of hours, including: - 120
Face-to-face - 32
Module control - 8
Semester control - 30
Self-study - 50
The form of semester control - Exam

Developed by the author

The working curriculum consists of 120 hours
(4 credits) during the second term and includes
4 content modules: (1) «Professional communication
in the structure of the choreographer’s activities»,
(2)  «Professional ~ communication  strategies»,
(3) «The basics of scientific style», (4) «Professional
discourse on the applied aspect of choreography».
Each of the offered content modules further includes
four themes that are followed by module tests. If to
look closer at the content of the working curriculum it
becomes obvious that the first module of the discipline
«Professional communication in the structure of the

choreographer’s activities» covers the professional
component of choreographers’ activities, and the second
module «Professional communication strategies» is
devoted to the specifics of oral and written business
communication, the third module <«The basics of
scientific style» represent the issues that deal with
the peculiarities of writing the scientific texts such
as summaries, annotations, articles, master paper and
Grants, and the fourth module «Professional discourse
on the applied aspect of choreography» is focused on
choreographers career aspects. A detailed overview of
the content is presented in Table 2.

Table 2

The structure of the working curriculum «Professional Communication in a Foreign Language»

Distribution of hours between
types of work
Face-to-face
Name of content modules, topics 'j:; g
ERE AR -
SZ|£]28| 25 ¢
S| 8| 5| f2| 55| z
S || a<c | 28| O
Module 1. Professional communication in the structure of the choreographer’s activities
Topic 1. Professional networking in the field of choreography. 5 2 3
Topic 2. Introduction etiquette in the context of professional communication. 5 2 3
Topic 3. Writing a professional biography: pitfalls and tips for choreographers. 5 2 3
Topic 4. Writing a professional resume / Grant Proposal. 4 C’s for future 6 2 4
employment success.
Module control 2 2
Total | 3 8 2 13
Module 2. Professional communication strategies
Topic 5. The specifics of professional meetings and negotiation skills. 5 2 3
Topic 6. Types of speeches. The Elevator Pitch guide. 5 2 3
Topic 7. Correspondence, telephone, and e-mail etiquette. 5 2 3
Topic 8. Communication for conferences and workshops. Quality Power Points 5 2 3
presentations planning,.
Module control 2
Total | 2 8 2 12
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Continuation of Table 2.
Module 3. The basics of the scientific style
Topic 9. Scientific style and its means in professional communication. 5 2 3
Topic 10. Structural elements of the scientific text. Paragraph structure. 5 2 3
Topic 11. Scientific text as a mean of professional communication skills improving. |5 2 3
Topic 12. Theoretical principles of text annotation. Scientific apparatus of research. |6 2 4
Module control 2 2
Pazom |3 8 2 13
Module 4. Professional discourse on the applied aspect of choreography
Topic 13. Choreographer job profile. 5 2 3
Topic 14. Range of careers in the dance industry. 5 2 3
Topic 15. All About Dance: From its History to its Many Forms. 5 2 3
Topic 16. From stage to studio - why learn to teach? 5 2 3
Module control 2 2
Semester control 30
Total | 2 8 2 12
In total for the whole course | 20 32 38 30

Developed by the author

To assess the content, structure, and teaching of the
discipline «Professional Communication in a Foreign
Language» a student questionnaire was developed and
offered. The questionnaire consisted of 12 questions of
various types created with the help of Google Forms. The
students were asked to analyze the content, methods used,
criteria for assessment, and accordance with students’
expectations from 1 to 5 points accordingly. The other
questions fell within the usefulness of the content in
terms of the choreographer’s future professional activities,
transparency, and clearness of discipline’s goals and
assessment criteria, correlation of theory and practical
parts, the search and use of the literature for the course as
well as the presence of the current scientific information
and the volume of the tasks and learning material in
general. One of the important aspects to define was the
avoiding of reduplication of the discipline’s content in
comparison with other courses. The discipline’s content
assessment part involved the necessary choice of the most
valuable and the hardest for mastering modules. The final
part revealed the general response and allowed students
to leave their honest opinions about the discipline.

The results of the students’ questionnaire revealed that
in general students were satisfied with the offered content
and considered it useful for their future professional
activity (75%). Also, they understood the goals and plans
of their training and agreed on the correspondence of
the material to the current scientific information as well
as the correlation between theory and practice (75%).
The same percentage of students experienced success
and individual progress while mastering the discipline
and had no difficulties with the search and use of the
recommended literature. The most important criterion
proved that there was no reduplication of the content

of other disciplines (100%). The students admitted that
Module 2. Professional communication strategies and
Module 4. Professional discourse on the applied aspect of
choreography were the most useful for them (50% and 75%
accordingly) while Module 3. The basics of the scientific
style was quite challenging for its mastering (100%).

The results of the students’ questionnaire indicated
several aspects that require particular attention next
semester. Firstly, as it turned out the students were not
completely able to understand the offered structure of
the course in terms of the difference between teaching
a foreign language at the first level of higher education
and magistracy (second) level of higher education, which
requires students to understand the specifics of the
scientific style since they are involved in writing their
masters paper, attend their first conferences and take part
indifferent student grant programs. All of that makes them
able to communicate orally for conferences and workshops
specifically to be ready for presenting speeches, as well as
be prepared for creating some written texts of scientific
characters for instance articles, summaries, annotations,
and others. To solve the issue, more time would be spent
explaining the difference between the specifics of foreign
education at the bachelor’s and master’s levels. Secondly,
the part of the students struggled with the volume
of tasks, which is explained by the fact of the tough
schedule, rather than the complexity of the task. To solve
the issue, the amount of the self-task would be slightly
reduced and considerations about changing the schedule
would be taken into account. Finally, the specifics of the
educational program define that choreography students
learn the discipline «Foreign language» in their first year
of studying as bachelors and then in 3 years to learn the
discipline «Professional Communication in a Foreign
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Language» during one semester in their master level. This
makes them experience a lack of professionally oriented
tasks during all these three years of the interval between
the courses.

Conclusions and prospects. The overview of the
working curriculum of the discipline <«Professional
Communication in a Foreign Language» proved its logical
structure, rich content, and currency. It completely met
the set goals and tasks of the discipline and guaranteed
the learning outcomes of mastering the course. The

limitations of the research are the number of students who
took part in the assessment of the working curriculum.
Nevertheless, the results of the conducted questionnaire
allowed making several important conclusions for
working curriculum improvement in future. Considering
the prospects of further research, it is worth analyzing
the developed e-learning course on Moodle platform
in more detail as well as comparing the content of the
working curriculum with the same discipline taught in
other universities.
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Cmamms npucesuena npobiemi pospobrenns pobouoi npozpamu nasuaivioi oucyuniinu <Ipogeciiine
CNIIKYBAMS THO3EMHOIO0 MOBOI0»> 015 Ni020mosKu cmydenmis cneyiarvrocmi 024 «Xopeozpagiss. Pospobienis
pobouoi npozpamu HAGUANLHOL OUCUUNIINU € O00HIEI0 13 HAUGANCAUSTUUX ACNEKMIE Y NPOueci NAAHYEAHNS
npogeciinoi nidzomosku cneyiaiicma ma cmeopioemvcs 6i0no6iono 0o sumoz Ocsimnvoi npozpamu nid2omosxu
cneyianicma. Y cmammi 06rpynmoeano neobxionicmo ii nepezisidy ma wopiunozo nepe3ameepoNcenns i 36’ 13Ky
3 OHOBIECHHAM HOPMAMUBHUX OOKYMEHMIB, YPAXYBAHHS CYUACHUX 6uUMOz 00 (paxieys, sik-om pPuHKy npaui
Mow0, a Maxoic 6HACAI00K po3enady 6ideykie cmydenmis, AKi ice 3a6ePUULU 6010 NI0Z0MOBKY 3A 3A3HAUEHOIO
ducyunainoio. Aesmopom npedcmagieno memy ma 3a80anmns Hasuaivioi oucuuniinu <Ipogeciine cnirkyeanis
1HO3EeMH010 MOBOI0», AKI OA3YI0MbCA HA 0CEIMHLO-NPOPecitiniii npozpami nidzomosxu 3006yeauis I cmynens éuuyoi
ocsimu (mazicmp) 024.00.01 «Xopeozpagis»> Hanpuriao, ceped inuiozo smicmom po6ouoi npozpamu Hasuaivnol
Jucyuniinu abesneuyemocanompeda s po3GUMKY KOMNEemeHmuocmeil, ki 00360110Mb MALOYMHIM GUNYCKHUKAM
CRIIKY8amMucs. 3 npedCmAasHuKamu iHwux npogeciinux epyn. Y cmami 0620860peno ouiKyeaui pesyivmamu
060200in1s ducyuniinoto <Ipogeciiine cniikyeanus ino3emno Moeows 0as mazicmpie cneyiarvrocmi 024
«Xopeozpaiss. Y cmammi 3asnaveni cmpyxmypa pobouoi npozpamu nasuaivioi OUCUUNIIHU, a MAaxKoxc ii
inmezpayis 3 cepmupiKosanum Kypcom OUCMANHUINUHL020 HABUAHH HA NIAMPOPMI eLeKMPOHH020 HACUAHNS
Moodle. Oxapaxmepusosano pesyrvmamu ankemyseanus Cmyoenmie 3a pe3yrvmamamii 6UGHEHHsT OUCUUNLIHU
«IIpogpeciiine cniaxkysanis ino3emmoio Mo6oi0», 1020 Mema, CMPYKMYPa ma 3Micm, a maxoxyc 30iUcCHeno anaiis
OMPUMAHUX PE3YTbMAMie 3 Memo nodaibuioz0 800CKOHALEHHS POOOUOT NPOZpaAMU HABYUANLHOT OUCYUNITHU.
AKUyenmosano yeazy na aMicmosux acnekmax, axi nompeoyioms 0co0ausoi yeazu 6 npoyeci BUKIAOANH S 03HAYEHOT
Qucuyunninu. Hazoroweno na opienmupax nodaivuux mpanchopmayit po6ouoi npozpamu nasuaivinoi Oucyuniinu
ma OKpecieno nepcnekxmusi no0aILUUX HAYKOBUX D0CII0NCeHb, 30KPeMa OUIIbHOCME KOMNAPAMUBHOZ0 AHANI3Y
POOOUUX NPOZPAM HABUATNGHUX OUCUUNILIH 3 YPAXYBAHHAM J0C6I0Y Ma HANPAUIOEAND THWUX GIMUUSHAHUX A
3apybircnHux yrnisepcumemie.

Knwouogi crnosa: inozemna mosa; komnemenmuocmi; npogpeciiine Cniaxyeanus; npogdeciina niozomosxa;
poobouuil HasuarvHUU naam; xopeozpadis.



