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The article suggests an overview and analysis of the principles and procedures of quality assurance in higher education
and quality assessment of PhD study in Ukraine in the context of European integration. The leading international
experience on the research topic for which we have selected universities of the partner countries Lithuania and Finland
cooperating with the Institute of Higher Education in international projects is presented.

The international experience on quality assessment of PhD study is presented by an analysis of the official documents
available in English on the Lithuanian and Finnish universities’ websites in open access. The presented leading experience
of the European universities have shown that the issue of quality assessment of doctoral programmes and study is
considered as a part of the overall quality assessment in higher education and is not single out as a separate procedure.
In case of absence of mandatory accreditation of educational programmes in higher education in Finland, a system of
auditing the content and correspondence of the internal system of quality assurance in higher education institution, but
not of separate educational programmes for PhD students, is in place. The responsibility for quality in PhD education is
shared between a PhD student, supervisor and university structural units when their particular roles and functions are
exceptionally important.
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Introduction. The problems of quality assurance in
higher education and doctoral education in the Bologna
Process have remained a priority over the last decade.
The latest Communication from the Conference of
Ministers responsible for higher education at the EHEA
in Paris (2018). Ensuring its quality is a key problem in
reforming higher education.

The foundations for the quality assurance of doctoral
programs in the European Higher Education Area are
defined (Lynova, 2016):

o the central component of the third cycle is the
development of knowledge through original research;
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e institutions of higher education based on research
should design and implement a research component in
all three cycles, motivating students to gain research
experience and stimulate their interest in academic
careers in academic and other fields;

e transparency, employability and mobility in the
third cycle of study;

e doctoral programs must have a student-centered
and competent (productive) approach.

The Quality Assurance System for Higher Education
in Europe is outlined in the «Standards and Guidelines
for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education
Area», which came into force in 2015 (Standards and
Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the EHEA, 2015).
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Minister of Education and Science of Ukraine (2016—
2019), L. Hrynevych has defined the quality of higher
education as one of the main directions of educational
policy among listed priorities of Ukraine Higher
Education Development in the context of European
integration. The quality assurance in higher education
includes:

o formation of high-quality community;

¢ modern subject of education;

o functioning of internal and external quality
assurance system;

o new models for education and training of students;

e improvement of academic certification system;

e academic integrity as a throughline of quality
assurance in higher education.

Therefore, quality assurance, its assessment at all levels
of higher education, and in particular, at educational and
scientific level, is extremely relevant and needs further
analysis.

The problem of creating the modern doctoral education
isexplored in works of such foreign and domestic scientists
as: V. Baidenko, T. Borova, A. Vashulenko, M. Vynnytskyi,
L. Hrynevych, S. Hryshko, T. Dobko, V. Zakharchenko,
M. Zghurovskyi, L. Kostrova, L. Kryvoruchko,
L. Lobanova, V. Luhovyi, A. Meleshevych, V. Morynets,
V. Muromets, Yu. Rashkevych, I. Reheilo, N. Seleznova,
Zh. Talanova, O. Sharov and other scientists and experts.
However, the problem of the quality assessment of
doctoral program and doctoral education remains in
general relevant and underdeveloped.

The main requirements for the quality assessment of
students training are set out in the Ukrainian Laws «On
Higher Education» (2014) and «On Education» (2017).
The quality assessment of any training in higher education
institution is an integral part for the functioning of the
internal quality assurance system of educational activity
and of the quality of higher education as a whole. The
urgent procedures (or mechanisms) for the qualitative
assessment of doctoral education are:

o defining the principles and procedures for quality
assurance in higher education in compliance with
European and national standards for quality of higher
education;

o monitoring and periodic observation of educational
programmes;

o annual assessing of higher education students,
academic and scientific staff of higher education
institutions (HEIs) and public declaration of the
assessment results;

o advanced training assurance for academic and
scientific staff;

o facilities assurance for organizing the educational
process;

e information systems assurance
management of educational process;

o ensuring publicity of information;

e system and mechanisms for academic integrity
assurance.

In the summer 2019, the National Quality Assurance

for effective
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Agency promulgated the «Educational Program Quality
Assessment Criteria» (2019), and a qualitative education
program, in turn, is a central component of quality
assurance of education in higher education institutions.

Nine criteria were identified for all educational
programs and the tenth exclusively for scientific-
educational level: 1) designing and goals of the educational
program; 2) structure and content of the educational
program; 3) access to the educational program and
recognition of learning outcomes; 4) education and
teaching in accordance with the educational program;
5) quality assurance measures, evaluation of higher
education students and academic integrity; 6) human
resources; 7) educational environment and material
resources; 8) internal quality assurance of educational
program; 9) transparency and publicity; 10) learning
through research.

And in the main document of organization of
preparation of PhD-graduate student — «The procedure
of preparation of students for higher education of the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy and Doctor of Sciences
in higher education institutions (scientific institutions)»
(2016) — requirements are established for the scientific
research advisor (supervisor) in accordance with the
requirements of the EHEA. Scientific director of PhD
student:

e carries out scientific leadership of work on the
dissertation;

o provides advice on the content and methodology of
graduate student research;

o implementation management of the individual
plan of scientific work and the individual PhD student
curriculum;

e responsible to the Academic Council of a higher
education institution for the proper and timely fulfilment
of the duties of a scientific research advisor (Preparation
Procedure, 2016).

However, in our opinion, the culture of responsibility
for the quality of training is not yet sufficiently formed in
many scientific research advisors of PhD students.

The purpose of article is to analyze and summarize
the experience of assessment the PhD trainings quality at
the universities of Lithuania and Finland.

Analysis of foreign experience on the problem of
evaluating the PhD education and training quality.
For the analysis of foreign experience on the problem of
assessment the PhD training quality, we have selected
universities of countries that are partners of the Institute
of Higher Education in the international projects as
Lithuania and Finland. The analysis of the universities’
experience in these countries is made based on official
documents published in English on the sites.

The analysis of the internal quality assurance system
PhD training in Lithuania is based on the «Regulations
for doctoral studies at Vilnius University, 2017». The
PhD students must submit a dissertation for the doctoral
degree in the following conditions:

o passing all the exams that are stipulated by the
doctoral education plan;



ISSN 1609-8595 (Print)

_@ HEIEPEPBHA ITPODECIHHA OCBITA: TEOPIA I ITPAKTHKA (CEPIS: ITEAATOTTYHI HAYKH) BHITVCK No 3 (60), 2019

e preparation of at least two articles about the main
results of the research, published (or accepted to print)
in peer-reviewed research journals or monographs. The
doctoral student should publish the results of his research:

a) in the humanities and social sciences: at least two
articles reviewed in research (scientific) journals or
published in an international journal (with more than
half of the editorial board members from abroad) or a
monograph;

b) in the biomedical, physical and technical sciences:
at least two articles internationally in research journals
with a citation index in the Clarivate Analytics Web of
Science (CA WoS) database;

o presenting (publishing) the results of their work in
at least two International Academic events;

o Internship at a foreign research institution for at
least three months (recommended).

The World Bank Support to Higher Education in
Latvia, based on the examples of universities in Finland,
the United Kingdom, France, Norway and other
countries, concludes that «traditionally, universities have
established partnerships as a key condition for quality
assurance research activities. Such cooperation enriches
doctoral education and promotes interdisciplinary and
more efficient use of resources» (World bank support to
higher education in Latvia).

In the universities of Finland, the quality assurance
system for the preparation of the Doctor of Philosophy
is part of the university’s internal quality assurance
system and is the academic autonomy of the faculties. In
the absence of mandatory accreditation of educational
programs in higher education in Finland, there is a system
of audits that assess the adequacy and adequacy of the
internal system of quality assurance in higher education,
and not the quality assurance of educational programs for
the training of PhD students. This is set out in the General
Provisions on the Organization and Activities of Doctoral
Studies in Finland, incorporated in the Universities Act
(558/2009) and in the official document of the University
of Tampere’s Objectives, Organization and Best Practice
of Doctoral Studies (The aims, organizing and good
practices of doctoral education at the University of
Tampere), approved by the Rector on December 14,
2015 (Rectors Decision D/1461/401.03/2015). The
recommendations contained in this document have been
issued to support doctoral researchers, their research
leaders, and the university’s organizations and support
services. «These guidelines support a high level of science,
teaching, high level of management of the educational
process and improvement of the quality of doctoral
education» (The aims, organizing and good practices of
doctoral education at the University of Tampere). At
the University of Tampere, the components of quality
assurance of doctoral education are:

e qualitative selection of talented and motivated
students;

e a compulsory Research Ethics course, the learning
outcomes of this course are described as follows: Students
understand that <«good» and <«quality» have good

epistemological, moral and social dimensions in good
scientific practice. They are familiar with «Responsibility
for Research» and «Ethical Principles for Research in the
Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences» (official
documents of the Finnish Advisory Council on Research
Integrity) and the European Code of Conduct for
Research Integrity (Research Ethics);

o feedback to PhD students is required upon
completion of each completed component course;

e a regular seminar system for presenting and
discussing the results of PhD studies;

o validation of the completed plagiarism study through
an electronic resource: https://www.turnitin.com/;

o preliminary examination is the most important stage
of quality control in the dissertation process. At least two
previous experts are appointed for each dissertation. Both
previous experts should be independent of the relevant
scientific school. In addition, at least one previous expert
is independent of Tampere University. Thus, the foreign
researcher is often the opponent in defense of the thesis;

o publication and availability of all theses online;

¢ fundingis provided to PhD students for a year, with
the possibility of further financial support, subject to a
quality report on the completion of the previous year’s
study phase, and submission of a new application.

The high level of scientific quality of dissertations,
as noted in the official document of the University
of Tampere <«Goals, organization and best practices
of doctoral education at the University of Tampere»
(The aims, organizing and good practices of doctoral
education at the University of Tampere, 2015), is
strategically important, so special attention is paid to
the role of the research advisor. The research advisor
(or research advisors) draw up a cooperation agreement
and research plan with the doctoral student and conduct
ongoing supervision (control) of the work on the study.
Quality control of doctoral education is carried out by:
The Finnish Advisory Council on scientific ethics, the
research Council of the University, the training (teaching)
Council and the doctoral school of the University. There
is a clearly written procedure for changing the scientific
guidance in case of non-implementation of the agreement
and the plan of cooperation with the doctoral student.
The doctoral student (PhD student) is obliged to submit
an annual electronic report to assess the dynamics of
his research and the possibility of obtaining a foreign
internship (grant) (Guidelines University of Turku).
And at Aalto University, doctoral students have an
appointed advisor (in addition to their research advisors)
to independently monitor the progress of the researcher
(Regulations for doctoral studies at Aalto University).

Conclusions. Therefore, the results of the analysis of
systems of internal quality assurance in higher education,
and the evaluation of quality of doctoral education in
the leading universities of Lithuania and Finland shows
that the problem of assessing the quality of doctoral
programmes and doctoral education is considered by
universities as part of the overall qualitative training of
students for higher education and not allocated. In the



ISSN 2412-0774 (Online)

absence of a mandatory accreditation of educational and
research programs in higher education Finland has a
system of audits that assess the adequacy and compliance
of internal quality assurance system of higher education,
and not providing the quality of educational and research
programs of preparation of doctors of philosophy. Analysis
of the published information on the official websites of
universities confirmed that the basis for assessing the
quality of training of doctors of philosophy in Finland,
Lithuania and Estonia is, first of all, a quality research
product and as a result — a timely and high-quality
defense of the PhD thesis. The quality of the educational
and scientific program is ensured by careful selection of
students, openness and transparency of information and
requirements, systematic feedback from graduate students
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and clear and understandable procedures of the internal
system of quality assurance of universities. Responsibility
for quality doctoral education is distributed between the
graduate student (who understands this responsibility
and carries out the plan of educational and scientific part
of training), administrative units (with detailed provisions
and recommendations for quality assurance of training
and procedures for its evaluation) and scientific research
advisors, whose duties and roles are paid special attention.

An important mechanism for quality assurance
and evaluation is the internationalization of doctoral
education and the implementation of a dual research
management system. Further research is required by
the procedure of financing doctoral education in foreign
universities.
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Y cmammi 3anpononoeano posensd ma ananiz npunyunic i npoyedyp sabesneuenins AKOCMI euuloi oceimu ma
ouiniosanis skocmi nidzomosku doxmopis girocoii ¢ Yepainu 6 xonwmexcmi eepoinmezpauii. [lpedcmasneno nposionui
sapybiscnutl doceio 3 npobiemu, Ois AnHai3y K020 Mu 00PALU YHIBEPCUMEMU KPait, wjo ¢ napmuepamu lncmumymy euiwoi
oceimu y mixcnapoonux npoexmax: JIumeu i Dinnanoii. 3apybiscruti doceio 3 npobaemu OuinI8as AKOCMi nidz0mosKu
doxmopia ¢hinocoii npedcmasneno ananizom oQinitinux Joxymenmis, wo € y giokpumomy docmyni (amnziiticokoio mMogoio)
Ha catmax yHisepcumemis.
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Y nposionux yrieepcumemax Jlumeu i innsnoii noxasauu, wo npobiema ouinio8ans SKoCmi 00KMopPCLKUX nPo2pam
i QoKMOPCHKOT Nid20MOBKU PO32AA0AEMBCS. YHIBEPCUMEMAMU SK YACTIUNA 3A2aNbHOT AKICHOT nidzomoeku 3000yeayie
BUWLOT 0CEIMIUL T 1He BUOKPEMIIOEMBCSL. A 3a 6I0cymiocmi 6uMo2u 0606 a3K0601 aKpeoumauii 0ceimmvo-HayKoGUx npozpam
y euwitl oceimi Dinaandii npauioe cucmema ayoumis, wo ouiHIMb A0CKEAMHICb Ma GI0N0GIOHICIb 6HYMPIUHLOL
cucmemu 3abe3nevenis SKOCMi 6UW0i 0ceimu, a He 3abesneuenns AKOCmi 0C6IMHbO-HAYKOBUX NPOZPAM Ni020MOBKU
doxmopie inocoii. Hxicmv 0ceimubo-HayKo6oi npozpamu 3ade3neuyemvcs pemenvHum 6id6opom 3006ysauis,
GIOKpUMICMIO 1 NPO30PICTNIO THPOPMAUTT MaA BUMOZ, CUCTNIEMATRUYHUM 360DOTNHIM 36 SI3KOM 3 ACNIPANMAMU A YIMKUMU
i 3PO3YMIIUMU NPOUEOYPAMU BHYMPIUHLOT cucmemu 3a0e3neuenis AKOCmi 0ceimu yuisepcumemis. Bionogioarviicmo
3a AKICHY 00KMOPCHKY Ni020MOBKY POSNOOLLIOMb MINC ACIPAHIMOM, AOMIHICMPAMUSHUMU NIOPO30LIAMU | HAYKOBUMU
Kepienuxamus, 0006 ’si3Kam i poi AKUX NPUOLLIIOMb 0COOIUBY Y6azy.

Knouosi cnosa: axademiuna dobpouecnicmv; — uympiwuns cucmema 3abe3newenns sKOCMi GuUuwyoi 0ceimil;
sabesneuenns akocmi 0OKMOPCyKOL Ni0z0mosKU; OUIHIOBANHS AKOCMI Nid20moeKu dokmopie (irocoii; npunuyunu i
npouedypu 3abesneuenis SKoCmi U0l 0C6IML; CUCTEMA OUIHIOBAHHSL.

OIIEHKA KAYECTBA IIOATOTOBKU JOKTOPOB ®NJIOCODHNU:
AHAJIN3 OIIbITA YHUBEPCUTETOB JINTBbI 1 ®UHJIAHANN

JluneBa puHa, KaHIUIAT TIeIaTOTUYECKUX HAYK, TOIEHT,
3aBejyiolas OTAEIOM HayYHO-OPraHU3alMOHHO 1 KaZpoBOi paboThl,
NucrutyT Boiciiero obpaszosanus ATTH Ykpautsi, yii. Bactuonnast, 9,

01014 Kues, Ykpauna, i.lynova@ihed.org.ua

B cmamove npednoycen ananus npunyunos u npouedyp obecneuenus Kauecmea 6vbicuiezo 00pasoeanus u OUeHKU
Kauecmea noozomoeku 0okmopos guaocopuu ¢ Yipaumne ¢ xowmexcme espounmezpavuu. IIpedcmaenen eedyuguii
sapybexcrwlil onvim no npobieme, 018 AHAIUSA KOMOPOZO Mol 6blOPALUL YHUEEPCUMENbL CIMPAH, AELAIOUUXCS NAPTHEPAMU
Hucmumyma evicuiezo o6pasosanus 6 meicoynapoonvix npoexmax: Jumevt u Quuasnouu.

3apybexcrviii onvim no npobieme OueHKuU Kauecmea nodzomosku 00Kmopos Quaocopuu, npedcmasien anaiusom
opuyuaILHLIX 00OKYMEHMOs, 6 OmKpbimom docmyne (Ha aHzIULCKOM S3vike) yrusepcumemos Jumevt u Qunnsanouu.
Ananus 0oKkyMenmog nokasai, umo 6 0CHO8Y OUCHUBAHUS KA4ecmea no0z0mosKku 0okmopos guiocopuu ¢ Ounisnduu,
Jlumee sanodxcen, 6 nepeyio ouepeds, KauecmeeHHblll UCCAe008AMENbCKUTI NPOOYKM U KAK PEe3YIbMam — C60e6PEMEHHASL U
Kauecmeennas sauguma ouccepmavuu PhD-acnupanma. Omeemcmeennocmo 3a kauecmsennyio 00KmopcKy1o no0z20mosKy
pacnpeoesom  Mevucoy ACNUPAHMOM, AOMUHUCTAPATIUBHBIMU NOOPASOCICHUAMU U HAYUHOIMU PYKOBOOUMELAMU,
00SI3aHHOCMAM U POIU KOOPBIX YORLAIOM 0C000€ HUMANUE.

Kntouesvtie crosa: akademuueckasuecmmocmo, 6HYympeHsis CUCMeMa 00eCneeHIs Kauecmsd 6blculez0 00pa3eanus;
Kauecmeo 0OKMOPCKOL n0020MOBKU; OUCHUBANHUE KAYeCTNEA N0020MOBKU OOKMOPOE (PULOCOPUU; NPUHUUNLL U NPOUEOYPbL
obecneuenus Kauecmea 6vicuiezo 06PaA306anUst; CUCTIEMA OUCHUBANUSL.

Cmamms naditiuna do pedaxuii 01.09.2019
Iputinsmo do opyxy 19.09.2019



