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TECHNOLOGY «BOOK TALK» IN THE WORK
OF A PRIMARY TEACHER IN CANADA AND UKRAINE

Under the conditions of the development of the New Ukrainian School, there is a borrowing of international educational
experience, which is conditioned by the introduction of high-quality world practices, technologies into the educational
process. The article describes the features of the formation and development of «Book Talks technology for the development
of readers’ skills and motivation of elementary school students to read. The possibilities of implementation of effective
educational technology in general educational institutions of Ukraine are substantiated. The attention is paid to the history
of the development of this technology and its implementation in educational and public cultural institutions (libraries,
reading centers, book clubs). The need to explore the technology of «Book Talks is necessary in order to attract students to
reading fiction, analysis of artistic works, conducting discussions, peer interest in reading the book. After all, in the context
of the rapid development of the world, one of the main tasks of the New Ukrainian School is the maximum interest of

students in the book, making it competitive with the digital world (television, the Internet).
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Introduction. The development of the New
Ukrainian School requires the search for productive
technologies that support students’ personal growth.
Reading skills are leading and form the basis of students’
educational and cognitive activity. Book Talk technology
is a motivational value activity of the individual, which
is important in a digital society that leads to a decline in
student reading activity.

Significant contribution to the development of the
problem of development of pedagogical education in
foreign countries was made by well-known domestic
scientists, namely: L. Zyazyun, O. Matvienko, N. Lavry-
chenko, T. Levchenko, M. Leshchenko, O. Lisova,
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L. Pukhovska, A. Sbrueva, O. Suhomlinskaya and
others. Studies of the leading directions of modern
reform of higher pedagogical education in Canada
were conducted by M. Krasovytsky, I. Rusnak, and
M. Smirnov. However, in light of the rapid changes in
today’s society, the problem of exposing the features of
Book Talk technology needs further scrutiny.

The purpose of the article is to investigate and
find out the peculiarities of technology work and the
possibilities of its implementation in Ukraine.

Technology development. Students’ interest in
reading the book is gaining in popularity. After all,
through reading fiction, the worldview of children,
the emotional sphere and vocabulary develop. Sharing
thoughts on read books enables children to communicate
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with each other, hold conversations, and share their own
thoughts. Book Talk technology is an activity that brings
together children of all ages and helps meet in classrooms,
schools and beyond. Talking about books is necessary for
children who do not know the literature or do not like to
read fiction, or for those who are interested in different
genres or specific topics.

Studying the history of the development of this
technology shows that for the first time booktalk as an
artistic form of book communication was talked about
in the 1930s. In those years, it was quite difficult to
get to schools in Baltimore, Maryland, the USA. So
teacher Margaret Edwards started using book notes to
get children reading. The term booktalk was founded in
1985 by children’s writer and philology teacher Aidan
Chambers. He first used this title in his book, Booktalk:
Occasional Writing on Literature and Children
(Chambers Aidan, 1985).

The origin of Book Talk technology dates back
to the 1950s, when activities that motivated young
people between the ages of 12 and 18 to begin reading
were ensured and the freedom to choose literature was
ensured. However, this did not produce any results. Teens
did not want to read for different reasons. They were
motivated by their lack of time and lack of interesting
literature, as well as the fact that reading wastes time.
In order to increase students’ interest in reading, Book
Talk technology had to compete with films, television,
the Internet and the media.

In the 1950s and 1980s, in addition to adolescents,
adult involvement in book clubs, centers, and libraries
began, where people could discuss adult books. However,
they did not intend to share their impressions of the
book plots, and to hold discussions. They were intended
solely as a reference platform for the exchange of book
titles. These centers did not provide an environment for
developing readership and student motivation.

By 1990, Book Talk was created for young children
to motivate them to read. However, the books that were
available for reading focused on teaching children to read
using mostly illustrated books. They combined a verbal
and visual format. Those books were specifically designed
to develop children’s reading skills. They contained a
large number of illustrations and were written in a clear
language so that the children could understand the
content, even if they were not able to read. And later,
when the children learned to read, they were able to pick
up the book and read it. Writing picture books had two
functions: first, adults read books to children, and then
children read them themselves, which developed their
reading skills.

Carrying out a Book Talk for elementary school
students should promote reading motivation for
students to develop reading and speaking skills, develop
independent and expressive reading. This activity is
used by teachers and librarians, in order to get readers
interested in books and advice on the good choice of
literature.

Based on the experience of a primary school teacher,
it has been found that this technology is of interest to
students. In digital networks, teachers use different
sources to read their favourite books, modernizing the
learning process. There are several formats for the story
of the book, both traditional and digital (Book talk,
2017). For details, see Table 1 below.

Booktalk should be exciting, entertaining to get the
audience interested in the book as much as possible.
In book view, the following types of Book Talk are
distinguished by duration: short — 3 to 4 minutes and
long — 5 to 7 minutes.

In order to implement this technology into the
educational process, students need to select a book for
presentation that will be of interest to the audience,
according to the student. Among the great number of
fiction, the most popular among children are works by
Roald Dahl, Orlon Marian, Bodo Schaefer, Joan Rowling,
Dave Pilkey and others. The students are pleased to
read fascinating detectives, fantasy stories, such as «The
Great Friendly Giant (VDV)», «Captain Pidshtanko»,
«Detective Spout», books about Harry Potter, «Kira and
the Mystery of the Bagel».

Technology presentation. After selecting the books
for children, the students go on to create a presentation.
This work can be either individual or pair. This process
is painstaking and needs careful preparation. Children,
following the appropriate sequence of execution, prepare
the presentation of the book: 1) self-presentation of the
student; 2) title, author, illustrator, genre; number of
pages 3) the main characters; 4) theme; 5) problem or
conflict; 6) a summary of the main events; 7) reflections
and feelings about the book; 8) excerpt from the text;
9) astonishment from the book; 10) rating of the book:
from 1 to 5 stars; 11) 3 reasons why the student liked the
book.

In the course of the activity, children use a worksheet
in which they record the step-by-step preparation (see
Table 2).

They write down all the necessary information, then
print each item and, using separate sheets of cue card,
capture the same information. The use of cards helps
students to be more confident during the presentation
of the book.

Technology assessment criteria. In turn, in the
course of working with Book Talk technology, the teacher
uses assessment criteria that help the teacher take into
account all the necessary aspects when assessing each
student individually. Details of the Booktalk technology
assessment criteria are provided in Table 3 below.

After the preparatory stage, children should present
the book by choosing a traditional or digital presentation
form.

At the presentation stage, they select a section or a
chapter of the book that is very interesting and share
their impressions. Reading the part of the book out
loud can lead the audience to become interested in the
events’ developments of the book. Tt is important to take
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into account the aspect that in no case can the opening
moment of a book (intrigue) be revealed. You need to get
the audience interested in what may or may not happen.
Make sure the final is not revealed.

An important aspect of a book presentation is body
language. Try to keep open gestures. Avoid crossing your
arms when talking. You need to feel free. Make eye contact
with the audience. Maintain confidence and clarity in the
voice so that every viewer can hear the report.

Conclusions and suggestions. The introduction
of Book Talk technology involves engaging children,
students in reading fiction, analyzing it, discussing it

and conducting discussion platforms, which guarantees
the growth of students’ educational achievement. This
technology provides the development of children’s
critical thinking, creativity, makes the conditions for
self-realization of the personality. The dissemination of
Book Talk technology in Ukraine’s general educational
institutions will promote students’ educational
achievement and interest in reading fiction. Investigating
the experience of implementing innovative technologies
in Canadian primary schools and exploring the ways how
to adapt them to the educational space of Ukraine are
definitely required.

Table 1

Methodical toolkit for conducting «Book Talk»

skills of public speaking, keep in touch
with the viewer.

. . G
Types of booktalks Presentation form Presentation tools enres
literature
Traditional Story. The presenter must have the Book, booklets with a summary | Fairy tales, adventures,

of the book. fantasy, story, novel,
humour, poetry, detective,

Digital Power Point presentation, multimedia
guide, book trailer.

] ] autobiographical essays.
Projector, videos.

(developed by the author)

Table 2

Worksheet «BookTalk»

Participants of groups Tasks for presentation

The name of the student who
completed

1. Introducing the group members.

2. Book presentation:
* name;

« author;
* genre;
« illustrator;

 number of pages.

3. The main characters (from 3 to 5).

4.Theme

5Conflict / problem in the book

6. Summary of key events.

7. Reflections and feelings about the book read.

8. Text excerpt:
e summary;

e picture illustration.

9. Astonishment from the book
(What impressed you most?)

10. Book Rating: 1 to 5 stars

11. 3 reasons why I liked the book.

(developed by the author)
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Table 3

High Sufficient Average Low
No | Evaluation criterias level level level level
(12,11, 10) 9,8,7) (6,5,4) 3,2,1)
1. |Interest of listeners | Extremely interesting | The presentation is The student tried The presentation

presentations. Students
are interested and want
to read a book. All the
necessary information
was covered.

good. The student
showed his interest
in reading the book.
A small amount of
information was not
covered.

to present the

book. Some of the
information was

not covered, so
listeners could not be
interested in the book.

of the book did not
go well and most of
the information was
missing.

2. | Book summary /
book events

A brief overview of

the book was logically
ordered. The student
talked about the
important events in the

The student made a
good brief overview
of the book. The
information was
logically ordered.

The information was
outlined more or less
structurally. However,
most important
details have not been

The information was
not logically ordered.
The student did not
talk about the events in
the book and was not

book without voicing voiced. sufficiently prepared for
the limbs. the presentation.
3. | The opinion about | The student expressed a | The student expressed | The student expressed | The student did not
the book clear opinion about the |a clear opinion about the opinion about express own opinion
book and confirmed it | the book and confirmed |the book, but did not |about the book and did

with 3 arguments.

it with
1 or 2 arguments.

provide sufficient
arguments to confirm
it.

not make any argument.

4. | Real life connection

The student provided
examples of life related
to the events in the

book.

The student related
the events of the book
to his own life, but did
not provide enough
examples.

The student related
the events of the book
to his own life, but
did not provide any
examples.

The events in the book
are not related to the
student’s life.

5. | Voice control

The student spoke out
loud. The presentation
was clear. The student

The student was
good enough to hear,
sometimes changed the

The student was
partially heard, almost
did not change the

The student could not
be heard practically.
The performance was

changed the intonation |tone during the story.  |tone during the story. | monotonous.
during the storytelling
process to get the
audience interested.
6. |Non-verbal The student held the The student held the The student did not | The student’s posture

communication

correct posture during
the presentation, tried
to maintain eye contact
with viewers, did not
use the notes during the

correct posture during
the presentation,

tried to maintain eye
contact with almost all
spectators, occasionally

hold quite correct
posture during

the presentation,
rarely looked at the
audience, used the

was contrary to the
rules of presentation.
The presenter didn’t
look at the audience
at all, used supporting

performance. used the notes during a | notes during the notes during the
performance. performance. performance.
(developed by the author)
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TEXHOJIOTIA «<BOOKTALK» ¥ POBOTI BUMTEJIS IOYATKOBHX KJIACIB KAHAJIU TA YKPATHH

Xomuu Oxcana, acripanTKa Kadeapu efaroriku Ta ncuxosorii [legarorigynoro iHCTUTYTY,
KwuiBcbknii yaiepcutet imeni bopuca Ipinuenka,
YUHUTENb MOYaTKOBUX KJaciB, yaurtenab-metoauct, HBK «HoBormeuepcebka mkosay,
ByJ1. JIparomuposa, 9-B, 01103 Kuis, Ykpaina, khomich.oo@gmail.com

B ymosax poseumxy Hoeoi yxpaincokoi wxoiu nabysae mogozo UMIPY MINCKYILMYPHA G3AEMOOLS 6 CEIMOBoMY
0C8IMHLOMY NPoCMopi. Akmyanvinocmi Habyeac enposadlcens SKICHUX CEIMOGUX NPAKMUK Y HAGUALLHULL NPOUEC,
30KpemMa NOYAMK0Goi wWKoAU. Y cmammi uceimieno 0CoOIUBOCMI CMANOGLEHHI MA PO3CUMKY mexnonozii «Book
Talks> Onst PO3GUMKY UUMAULKUX YMIHD MA HAGUUOK, 4 MAKONC MOMUBAULL YuHIE NOUAMKOBOT WKOAU 00 UUMAHHIL.
OO6rpynmogyomvCst MONCAUBOCTNE 6NPOBAONCEHHS ePeKMUBHOT OCBIMHBOT MEXHON02T 6 3aKAA0AX 3a2aNbHOT CePeonboi
oceimu Yxpainu. Buceimneno renesy uici mexnonozii ma enposaoycenusi ii y HABUATLHUX i 8 ZPOMAOCOKUX KYIbMYPHUX
saknadax (Gibniomexax, YUMAupbKUX UCHmMpax, KHUNCKOSUX Kaybax) 6 icmopuxo-nedazoziunomy nocmyni opyeoi
nonosunu XX cmoximmst — 0o nuni. O3nauena npobiema € axmyaioHor 6 pobomi euumeis nouamxosoi wxoau Yxpainu
3 MEMOI0 3ANYHUeHH YUHIE 00 YUMAaHHsL XYOONICHbOL Jimepamypu, anauisy xyooxcHix meopis, nposedeniist 062080pers ma
DO3CUMKY 3AUIKABLCHOC OIMetl Pi3H020 iKY 00 YUMAHHS KHUZU. SHAUYUUM € PO3GUMOK MOGIEHHEBOT KOMNEeMeHmuocmi
Y MPoOUeCct pynosux ma KOJICKMUSHUX 002080penb Kuuzu. Y cmammi po3zisnymo icmopuko-neoazozivnuil anaiis
MeXHONL02iT, NPOananizosano npobiemu ii BnPosaodcens 8 3aKiadax 3azaivioi cepeHbol 0C8ImiL, Uaco6i Mt PO3CUMKY
610 uiei mexnonozii sidokpemmoromocs. Taxoxrc popmam posnosioeii npo yaodaeny nPoUUmany Kuuzy: mpaouyiinuil ma
yupposuil. Bxasani scanpu xyooicnvoi rimepamypu, Sxi 6yoymo yikasumu Moi000My nOKoLinmo. Baxcaueum acnexmom
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DO3CUMKY TEXHON02IT € me, WO OUMUNA MOJNCe CAMOCMITHO SUOUPAmMU (OPMAM YUMAanns Ma NPe3eHmayii KHuzu.
Bnposadacyrouu mexnonozin, dimu euamocs npesenmyeamu 00pany KHuzy, Oompumyouucs 6ionosionux kpumepiie ma
4acosuUx NPoMiNcKie. Bionpayposyemvcs maxox OuKyist, OCKLIbKU 00HUM i3 KIHOUOBUX ACNEKMIE € 3HATIOMCMEO CYXauie
3 ymobaenum meopom. Texnonozis «Book Talks> € nepcnexmueroio 6 Konwmexcmi KpUMuUUH020 MUCLEHHS YUHI8 NOUAMKOBOL
ULKOTIU, U0 MOJNCE CIMAHOBUMU NPEOMEM NOOANLUIO20 BUCHEHHS.

Kmouosi caosa: saxiadu sazanvioi cepeduvoi oceimu; Kpumepii; MOMUBAUIs;, HABUALLHUL NPOUEC; OCBIMHI
MEeXHON02Il; UUMAYYKL BMIHHSL.

TEXHOJIOTHA «<BOOKTALK»> B PABOTE YUUEJIA HAYAJIbHBIX KJIACCOB KAHA/IbI 1 YKPAWHDI
Xommu OkcaHa, acupaHT Kadeapsl Mefaroru Ta neuxosorun [legarornyeckoro HHCTUTYTA,
Kuesckuit ynusepcuter umenu bopuca [punuenko,
yuutenb-meroauct, ¥ BK «HoBomeuepckas nikomay,
yii. JIparomuposa, 96, 01103 Kues, Ykpanta, khomich.oo@gmail.com

B ycrosusix passumus Hoeoul ykpaunckoil wxoivl npuodpemaem Hogoe usMepenie MeXckyibmypHoe 63aumo0eticmeue
8 MUPOBOM 00PA308AMENLHOM NpOCMpancmee. Axmyanvnocms npuobpemaem 6HeopeHue KaueCmeeHHvlx MUpoBblx
NPaKmuK 6 yuebuvLil NPouecc, 6 YacmHOCmy HAYAILHOU WKoIbl. B cmamve ocsewenvt ocobennocmu cmanosaenus u
passumus mexnonozuu «Book Talks ons passumus uumamenvCkux ymenuil u HaAsvIKOS, d MAKICe MOTMUBAUUU YUAUGUXCS
HAUAILHOU WKOJIbL K umenu10. O60CH08bIBAIOMCS 603MONCHOCTIU 6HeOPeHUs dDPeKmueHou 00pas06ameibHOU MexXHOLO2UL
6 obueobpasosamenvivix yueonvix sasedenusx Ykpaunvl. Oceeuien 2ene3uc 3moi mexmoiouu u eneopenue ee 6
YUCOHDBIX U 6 00UWeCTNBEHHBIX KYJbMYPHOIX YUpencoenuax (Oubiuomexax, yumameivCKux UeHmpax, KHUNCHbIX KAyoax) 6
UCTOPUKO-NEOaz02UUecKoM passumui 6mopoii nososurvt XX eexa — no nvinewnee spems. Jannas npobiema aeisemcs
aAXMYarpHoi 6 pabome Yuumeis HAUAILHOU WKOJLbL YKPAuibl Ol NPUCTEUCHUS YUAUUXCI K YMEHUIO XYOONCeCMBEeHHOU
JUMEPaAmypol, AHAIU3A XYOONHCECTEEHHBIY NPOUIBEOCHULL, NPOBEOeHUs. 0OCYNCOCHUL U PAIGUMUS 3AUHMEPECOBANHOCU
Odemeil pasnozo 603pacma 6 umenHuu Knuzu. SHAUUMbIM SGNSEMCs PA3BUMUE PeUesoll KOMNEMEeHMHOCTNU 8 NPouecce
2PYNNOBLIX U KOLAeKMUeHulX 06cyscoenuil kuuzu. Texnonozus <Book Talk> sensemcs nepcnexmusnoii 6 xonwmexcme
KPUMUUECKO20 MOLULLCHUS YUAUUXCS HAUATLHOTL UKOIbL, MONCEM COCMABLAMb NPEOMem OANbHElUe20 USYUeHUSL.

Knoueswte cnoea: xpumepuu; Momueayust; 00pasosameivivle mexnoiozu; 00ueodpasosameivivle Yupelcoenus;
YueOHbILL NPOUECC; UUMAMETLCKUC YMEHIUSL.
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